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Categories of audits

1. Help provide affirmative evidence that reported winners really won, despite
inevitable problems

• compliance audits: establish whether vote record is trustworthy
• risk-limiting audits: “risk” is the chance that the audit won’t correct a wrong outcome

2. Root-cause analyses of observed problems
• Rare, but done in 2021 in NH

3. Check for particular kinds of failures but can’t provide affirmative evidence
• applying RLA procedures to untrustworthy paper records
• image audits
• many statutory audits

4. Fishing expeditions
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New Hampshire State Representative, Rockingham District 7, 2021
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• livestreamed 24/7 (two interruptions)
• live observers (outside “wire”)
• only sworn election officials touch

ballots/machines through retabulation
• inventory materials, log/check chain of

custody, seal #s
• count ballots & write identifier on each

(red/green ink)
• high-resolution image of every ballot
• tabulate all ballots on all 4 tabulators
• image memory cards and EPROMS,

check for malware
• pollbook signatures, absentee ballot

envelopes
• forensic examination of ballot paper
• fiber optic inspection of scanners for dust
• everything posted to web daily; data
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