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They were eleven, Norm and Kelvin, the time they went to swim
in the reservoir. It was warm as they pedaled along the lanes, and
when they arrived the water looked cool. They threw down their
bikes by the reeds, took off their shoes, stripped to their briefs—
Norm's blue, Kelvin’s white—and stood on the grass bank not far
past the two fishermen. The dare should have been a breeze, to be
honest, but Norm hadn't figured on the wind-up.
“No, really, they do!” said Kelvin. “They're that long, with these
evil teeth, and they creep up underneath and go [snapping his jaws
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“Yeah, but not your bollocks,” said Norm.

Kelvin made rabbity, nibbling movements with his top teeth
against his bottom lip, leaving brief pale slots in the pink skin.
“No way!” said Norm, looking away.
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wall and the wind in the reeds.

“What's up?” said Kelvin. “Cold?”
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