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Dear Professor Dobrow:

The IMS Executive Committee has reviewed with enthusiasm your proposal to build a
branch of National Science Digital Library in probability. In particular, the Survey
Journal and Encyclopedia of Probability appear wonderfully consistent with the
purpose of IMS, which is "to foster the development and dissemination of the theory
and application of statistics and probability”. We note that you have aready engaged
the enthusiasm and involvement of many leaders in the probability research
community.

We expect that the Council of IMS would be receptive to a proposa for formal IMS
affiliation with, and support of, either the Survey Journal, the Encyclopedia or both.
We recall that an independent group of probabilists in 1996 sought affiliation for the
then new electronic journas Electronic Journal of Probability (EJP) and Electronic
Communications in Probability (ECP). A copy of the affiliation statement then
approved by IMS Council is attached. Since that time, the IMS has in fact taken over
the appointment of editors, and EJP and ECP have become in al essentids IMS
journals.

We recognize that while the IMS might play arole in the appointment of editors of the
Probability Survey Journal and Encyclopedia, it might not be an exclusive one. For if
successful these projects are likely to replicate and extend to other branches of
mathematics. In that case the original Probability projects would become components
of alarger structure which would likely involve other professiona societies such as
AMS, SIAM, and JASA, in away which is yet to be determined.

On behdf of the Executive Committee, we wish you prompt success with your
project, and welcome further discussion of its development.

Sincerely Yours,

S.R.S. Varadhan
President



